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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS HELD AT:  
 
   INLAND NORTHWEST WILDLIFE COUNCIL                           
   6116 NORTH MARKET STREET,  
   SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 99008 
 
        Last  Wednesday of  every month* at  7pm  
               Snacks and Coffee  avai lable  
 
  * E X C E P T  J U N E ,  J U L Y ,  A N D  D E C E M B E R  

You Know It’s Coming,,Is it a Picnic or a Pignic? 
When and Where 

Annual Spokane Walleye Club Picnic is Saturday, 16 June 2012 at the Locust Grove Group 

Campground, Kettle Falls.   
What’s provided? 

Eating usually starts noonish, depending on temperature of George's turkeys.  Your Wall-
eye Club will furnish fried fish, BBQ'd and deep fried seasoned turkey, soft drinks and 
eating utensils.   

What do I bring? 
 

You furnish a side dish to share, an appetite, and some (fish stories) conversation. 

 
What else is available? 

 Camping, kickin’ it, and fishing starts 14 June 2012 around 1100 hours ‘til 1100 hours 

on 18 June 2012 (Thursday through Monday). Camping is paid for by your annual dues.  Camp 
one day or all four days, or just come up for the day of the picnic…….. 
 

See ya there! 



Officers 
  George Allen        President      ‘12  
  (509) 326-5219               georgeeallen@cs.com 
      
  Doug Schroeder   V-President  ‘12 
  (509) 535-0422       dbschroeder-1@msn.com   
 
  Greg Koch             Secretary    ‘12               
  (509) 448-3697                         gjkoch@q.com 
  
  Allan Walker         Treasurer   ‘12                
  (509) 939-9234      allanwalker@tel-phone.net 
 

The Board  
  Don Blume             term  2010-’12        
  (509) 747-5714               donblume@outdrs.net 
 
  Darrell Beeman      term 2011-’13 
  (509) 891-5968           dbeeman@hotmail.com 
 
  Tim Bohr                term 2012-’14 
     (509) 979-6628         timhohr509@gmail.com 

    
  Julie Brabham        term 2011-’12     
  (509) 742-0618 julieloveswalleye@yahoo.com 
 
  Sam Guglielmo      term  2012-’13 
   (509) 868-5423   sam2@blackswholesale.com 
   
 Tim Clifford                  term  2012 
   (509) 218-3559                tclifford@asisna.com 
 
  Ken Lofquist                term  2012 
   (509) 448-5614                 akakr@comcast.net 
 
  Marc Trotter               term  2012 
   (509) 768-5500           mtghost15@gmail.com 
 
 

  Tournament Director  2012 
  Chuck DeBruin   (509) 990-2691  
             cdebruin@comcast.net  

SWC TIMES 
PUBLISHER & EDITOR 

Sam Henrichs 

cryoman@q.com 
reports@spokanewalleyeclub.com 

509-533-5018 
509-638-7124 mobile 

Submission deadline for the July-August  
issue of this news-letter is 

June 18th 

Words from your president… 
George Allen 

 

 It’s time again for us to get out for some Spring fish-
ing. I’ve heard rumors that Banks & Rufus Woods have 
both been hot lately. Not that I’ll have much time to fish 
in the next few weeks. The tournament season is upon us 
& I’m almost ready.  The drawdown on Roosevelt has 
started & by the time you read this most, if not all, of 
the launches will be high & dry. The lake is expected to 
go down to 1218’ this year. I hope it fills faster than 
last year. 

 I attended the Lk. Roosevelt Forum this week & it looks 
like changes are in store for the fishery. We’re not sure 
what will be proposed yet, but we want to be ready.  

 We have our Fishing Kids event coming up on May the 
5th @ Clear Lake & it’s still not too late to help out. Our 
clubs annual picnic is @ Locust Grove Group Campground 
again this year & back to its old date of June 16th. We 
will provide fish & turkey & it’s potluck for the rest. It’s 
always a good time, with lots of good food & good 
friends. 

 It’s just a little over 3 months until our tournament  & 
time to be thinking about helping out with it. Contact a 
board member if you would like to volunteer. 

 

 Remember there will not 

be a general meeting in June 
or July because of our picnic 
& tournament. 
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This month’s regular events 

•  Board meeting - May 23rd - 6:00 PM 
 Western States CAT building on East Trent 
•  General meeting - May 30th - 7:00 PM 

 Wildlife Council Bldg. on North Market 
 

Ben Conley w/ White Elephant  
on trolling motor use and features, with emphasis on  
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Help the Club by keeping up-to-date with your dues. 
The following members are currently behind the 
times as of 4/16. If you’ve addressed this since the 
13th, that’s great, and you can disregard this re-
minder. If not, we know you probably just forgot 
and we would hate to lose you, so get with the pro-
gram and shell out the big bucks! 

May 2012 

    1 2 3 4 5 

        

Kids  

Fishing 

Day on  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

03:35 
Full Moon           

Trippin’ with 
the Triploids 
Derby  21:47 
Last Quarter 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Mother’s Day       
     Big Wallys /Valley Spring Walleye 
                              Classic on Banks Lake 
                                 May 19th and 20th 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

23:47 
New Moon 
Partial Solar 
Eclipse 

    
Board  
Meeting 
6pm 

      

27 28 29 30 31     

  

  
20:16 
First Quarter 
Memorial 
Day 

  
General  
Meeting 
7pm 

      

     Rod Meseburgs  
Spring Walleye  Classic 

On Potholes Reservoir 
   May 5th and 6th  

Win a great fishing platform worth $40K by 
winning the Trippin’ with the Triploids, but 
you gotta’ catch slime rockets (along with 
your walleye). Details @ bottom of page 10  

Norwood, Kelly 
Ott, David 
Ott, Mike 
Ranzau, Wayne 
Ray, Cliff 
Roberts, Alan 
Rose, Kevin 
Scholten, 
Travis 
Schweitzer, 
John 
Smith, Richard 
South, Dave 
Sweany, Mike 

Andrews, Tom 
Broadwell, Brad 
Clayton, Mike 
Deerwester, Al 
Farmer, Bob 
Fundine, William 
Honigs, Michael 
Howard, Bill 
Imus, Stan 
Lindsay, Wes 
Lindsay, Darren 
Michelson, Scott 
Middleton, James 

I fish better with a lit cigar; some people fish better with talent.     
                                                                   ~Nick Lyons   

Some national parks have long waiting lists for camping reservations.  When you 
have to wait a year to sleep next to a tree, something is wrong.  ~George Carlin  
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Congratulations to the Club 
and to theTackle Raffle Win-

ners for 2012!! 

A big thank you to everyone that helped 
with the raffle this year.  Our club can 
truly be proud of how well everyone 
pitched in to make the raffle a success 
this year. Our club sold 4913 of our legally 
allotted 5000 raffle tickets. Minus ex-
penses, we grossed around $4300 which is 
an improvement of  close to $1500 over 
the tackle raffle last year.              

Thank you to everyone that sold tickets to 
family and friends and to everyone that 
staffed the raffle booths.                       
Lyle Phipps and Bob Ploof, you did a great 

job lining up sponsorships. Tom Fischer, 
thanks for all of the help and advice.  It 
takes a team to get that all done. We 
gave away some great prizes , raised 
some great money for club causes, and 
had a pretty good time knockin’ it out.     

  Most of all, thanks goes out to our spon-
sors for providing lots of great merchan-
dise for this year’s raffle: Tobler Marina, 
White Elephant, Mark’s Marine, Mack’s 

Lures, Wholesale Sports and Live Line Baits. And a special thanks goes to Seth Burrill with AX Tackle and Angler’s Experience 
for providing the day on the water for our prize one winner. Please support our generous sponsors every time you buy fishing 
gear.    * no picture available of Prize 2 Winner:  Tyler Berman (10 year old—Ellensburg)  

Way to go Mr. Greg for pulling it all together!!      

 

C.A.S.T. for Kids                                       By:  Julie Brabham 

 

C.A.S.T. for Kids is an event designed to get kids whom are disabled (or disadvantaged) out on the lake for a few hours of fishing!  
The focus is on disabled kids that would otherwise never have an opportunity to go fishing on a boat.  This year the date of the event 
has been moved to the fall and will be held on Saturday, September 22nd , or the 29th at the Fairchild Air Force Facility on Clear Lake. 

Last year was the first year I had attended this event and I was very moved by the wide eyed excitement of these very special chil-
dren.  I have agreed to serve as the event Coordinator for 2012 and am really excited about the progress we have made so far.  We 
have formed a Steering Committee comprised of not just the Spokane Walleye Club, but representatives from other community 
groups that want to help.  So far this includes volunteers from the Northwest Sportsmans Club, Inland Northwest Wildlife Council, 
Martin Luther King Center, Arc of Spokane, Starlight Childrens Foundation, and the Muscular Dystrophy Association.   

Over the years this event has been held at Deer Lake, Loon Lake, Waites Lake and now Clear Lake.  It has traditionally been held the 
last week of August.  The feedback we were getting from parents is that for many of these disabled kids, late August is just too hot for 
the kids!  This is the main reason we changed the date of the event to late September.  Generally there have been about 25 - 30 kids 
each year that participate.  Last year there were only 22 kids that showed up and we want to improve on that with a goal of 40, but we 
need a lot of help to make this happen! 
 
We are continuing to build the Steering Committee and anyone that has an interest in assisting with this event is welcome to join us.  
Our next Steering Committee meeting will be held in June, date and location to be determined.  If you are interested in helping out, or 
if you have a contact name and phone number for any organization in the Spokane area that serves disabled children please contact 
Julie Brabham at (509) 742-0618 or e-mail me at julieloveswalleye@yahoo.com as soon as possible.  For more information you can 
also go to www.castforkids.org.  

mailto:julieloveswalleye@yahoo.com�
http://www.castforkids.org/�
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This month’s Events 
 

    PICNIC Camp-out, Fish-out, Pig-out   
     14th-17th @ Kettle Falls 

 

       Board meeting - April 18th - 6:00 PM 

  Western States CAT building on East Trent  

Gear Swap 

There is a table available at the General 
Meetings each month for members to 
swap/sell/unload no longer needed or 
wanted SERVICEABLE fishing related 
equipment.  

Large items will need to be approved 
ahead of time by contacting: 

Tom Fischer  
 (509) 926-2071 

June 2012 

          1 2 

         +++ 

   Annual Moses Lake  
  Walleye Classic 

           June 2nd and 3rd 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

  

11:12 
Full Moon 
partial Lunar  
Eclipse 

          

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

  10:41 
Last Quarter     

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Fathers Day 

Break Camp 
  15:02 

New Moon 

Board  
Meeting 
6pm 

  
 Washington State Governor’s 

Cup, @ Kettle Falls 

       June 23rd and 24th 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 Gov’s Cup 
Wrap up 

    

NO General 
Meeting 

 
3:30 
First Quarter 

      

      
SWC PICNIC 

K-Falls Rendez-
vous and Campout 

When using the new Lowrance 
HDS systems, you might like to try 
turning your amplitude off and 
seeing if you like the look of pal-
ette 13 as a brown bottom just 
looks right to the eye. 

WHEN YOU GO FISHING,  
SHARE YOUR FUN BY SENDING IN PICTURES OR STORIES 

FILE A FISHING REPORT RIGHT AWAY BY EMAILING  

REPORTS@SPOKANEWALLEYECLUB.COM SO OTHERS IN THE CLUB CAN 
GET TIMELY INFORMATION 
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By Bob Ploof 
 

“Slow Death Smiles” 
 

OK gang.  The secret’s out.  If you haven’t heard of using a slow death hook and smile blade in combination with one 
another yet, let me be the first to introduce you to your next favorite lure.  Believe me when I say “You gotta try this 
one”.  Mack’s Lure Inc. has released the Smile Blade Slow Death Rig, which combines two of the hottest fishing inno-
vations in the walleye fishing world; the patented Smile Blade® and the Slow Death hook.  A number of Macks Lures 
Pro-Staffers had input regarding the size and colors available in these rigs.  The result….12 forage based colors that are 
ideal for walleye fishing in the Pacific Northwest. 
 
Let me briefly describe the Smile Blade Slow Death Rig.  It 
starts with the Slow Death hook, which is offset with a large 
bend and causes your bait to spin with a bite-enticing cork-
screw action. Thread half of a crawler or Gulp onto the shaft of 
the hook and you’re in business.  The Smile Blade portion 
of the rig is made of light- weight Mylar and not only adds an 
extra wiggle action to the bait but spins at a speed slower than 
any other blade out there. Being able to fish this rig so slow 
with a spinning flash and corkscrew action is something that 
gets even the most lethar- gic fish to bite!  As the spawn con-
cludes and we enter into the post spawn period, a slow presentation can be absolutely deadly.   Walleyes that are aggres-
sive, negative or somewhere in between all will fall victim to this presentation.  All you have to do is pull them out of 
the package, clip them into the swivel on your bottom bouncer and you’re ready to go. 
I’ve been fishing these rigs utilizing two basic methods.  The first is the traditional approach.  Affixing the rig to the bot-
tom bouncer and determining your forward trolling speed while keeping the bouncer in contact with the bottom.  The 
second method utilizes a 10’-12’ limber rod placed in the rod holder with a lighter than normal bottom bouncer.  Most 
folks call this technique “dead sticking”.  The choice of rod is critical to this presentation.  A limber, soft rod will allow 
the fish to “load up” and essentially hook themselves.  Legacy Rods or Bass Pro Shops Walleye Angler rods are perfect 
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for this technique.  As you know, I really enjoy pitching jigs. By employ-
ing the dead stick method coupled with a Smile Blade Slow Death rig out 
of one side of the boat, I can still pitch jigs out of the other side and the 
long rods greatly improve my coverage.  
Look for the Smile Blade Slow Death Rig at your favorite sporting goods 
retailers like Wholesale Sports or order them online at Mackslure.com. 
When you hang a “Hawg” be sure to perform CPR on your trophy.  That’s 
right…CPR.  Catch, Photograph and Release.  Trophy fish are a rare com-
modity.  With your help in releasing the trophies and educating others to 
do the same, we’ll continue to have world class fishery for many years to 
come.  Be safe and good luck. 

May god bless you, your families, our men and women in uniform and may god bless the United States of America.    

Tight Lines & Calm Seas, 
Bob Ploof 

 
  

As always, our Bob’s leading you straight to the chum line here. I’ve tied these smile blade/slow death combos for 
a couple of seasons now, and they work well.  Give ’em a go for sure!  Pre-tied is even easier. If you leave just a 
little tag end to your knot on the slow death, it’ll help you keep the old crawler there where he should be for the 
best action.     Sam 

Mo Fishin’ Mojo 
When initially hitting a puddle of water, get that fish finder on and adjusted immediately.  Start look-
ing for the “activity” zone of that water for the day.  This depth may change over the day, and from 
one area of the lake to the next. What depth are you seeing fish  activity in, and below what depth is 
the dead zone.  This will give you an idea of what depths to concentrate on. 

Once you know the activity zone,  (depth), then concentrate on finding edges within that activity zone 
depth. Edges of drops, edges of weeds or other cover,  or an edge along the bottom that changes the 
substrate.  Use your knowledge, fish finder, and maps if available to  take a look at those edges for 
structure.  Structure that will hold baitfish.  Once you’ve got your bait in the activity zone, and close to 
an edge with some kind of structure that holds some bait fish, it’s time to catch fish! 

Using Structure and side scanning sonar, one can many times see these physical features without pass-
ing right over them and spooking fish.  One can do this at fairly high speeds if everything is set up 
right. 

When cruising around at 10+ mph looking for the combination of depth, edge, and structure, make sure 
that your pinging away at its High or Max setting to give you the best picture. 

You may find it easiest to distinguish fish in amongst an area of many boulders and large rocks by util-
izing the bottom lock function found on most of today's sonar units. 

If you don’t see fish or fish holding structure in the days activity depth zone, move on, nobodies home. 
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 Kettle River Campground 
Geocode for Kettle River Campground: Latitude: 48.714625 - Longitude: -118.1213822  

Verizon service is spotty in this area.  Normal $5-$-10/night fee depending on season. 

 

Directions to KETTLE RIVER CAMPGROUND      

 From the stop light in Kettle Falls on Hwy 395/Hwy 20 go west.  It is approximately (very close) 3 miles 
west to Lake Roosevelt / Columbia River.  Cross the bridge and you come to the junction of Hwy 395/
Hwy 20.  Hwy 20 continues west BUT TAKE Hwy 395 North toward Canada.  From the west side of the 
bridge (right where Hwy 20 turns off from Hwy 395) it is right at 6.25 miles to the KETTLE RIVER CAMP-
GROUND turn off.  So from the stoplight in Kettle Falls, to the turnoff of the highway it is very close to 9 
1/2 miles. Note : There will be major road construction on the bridge this summer.  Estimated 
to start in July 2012 and end in October 2012. 

Many years ago on a trip to KF, I stopped to fuel and buy a couple of groceries. I got to shootin it with a 
local boy and asked where he liked to fish from shore. He told me most all the locals liked to fish a bit 
upstream of the Kettle River Campground when fishing from shore. I hadn’t even heard of it, so I got 
directions and headed on up to check it out. I did indeed find locals showing up for the evening bite after 
the heat of the afternoon let off.  Since then, unless it’s prime time, I don’t usually find the campground 
used very heavily, as it’s just a bit out of the way. After learning some of the water, I now try to make a 
run up the river a regular part of my routine when I fish the KF area.  It’s an easy run from any of the 

launches in the 
greater KF area 
but the Napoleon 
Bridge launch 
(just upriver 
from the camp-
ground) is the 
one you’ll want 
to use if water is 
up and you’re 
staying at this 
campground. It’s 
a somewhat 
newer launch.  
Just leave the 
campground, 
head further 
north on the 
highway and 
turn right onto 
Napoleon Road. 
Once you cross 
the bridge, the 
launch is on your 
right.  Lake level 
should be 1265’ 
or better. The 

Entrance road to Kettle River Campground 
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This campground is pretty much 
level amongst the pines, provid-
ing broken shade for most sites 
and next to the Kettle River be-
tween the mouth of the river en-
tering Lk. Roos. and the Napoleon 
Bridge.  It offers a vault toilet, 
water pump during the camping 
season, a small boat dock (at full 
pool) and a nice little stretch of 
“beach” and non designated 
swimming area.  Water in the 
pump is treated with iodine. 
There’s probably three or four of 
the sites that are right at the 
dock/beach area, but none are far 
from it, and I’ve seen many leave 
their boats tied up overnight to 
the dock or along the beach.  Just 
make sure you don’t do it when 
they’re planning on a major low-
ering of the water in the lake.  

Although it’s along the river, water level at this section of river is hugely influenced by lake levels.  

The stretch of water from the Napoleon Bridge launch down to the mouth offers quite a bit of good and 
varied habitat.  Walleye, as well as trout and bass can be found.  I’ve had excellent results on walleye at 
different times by working the edge of weeds between the launch down to the campground, and with jigs 
by casting the rocky shorelines, and drop offs, as well as by drifting and vertical jigging down the main 
channel.  When working open weed edges, a small Kastmaster spoon with a single hook and bit of worm 
can prove deadly at times. 

Should the park service campground at Kettle River prove not to your liking, or you 
find it full, an immediate alternative is back towards town just a mile or two.  You’ll see 
signs for North Lake RV.  They have a small store, laundromat, showers and restrooms, 
along with cabins and 16 full hook up sites.  Sites are spacious and all have fire rings 
and picnic tables.  They also have acres of tent camping and extra no hook- up sites for 
RV's in and amongst the pines.  Campers leave their boats along shore here while stay-
ing, and they are the only campground/RV park in the area with full hook ups this close 
to the water. They have a playground, horseshoe pits, and WIFI available. They are 
club members to the Lake Roosevelt Walleye Club and will give active members in any Walleye Club a 
5% discount on any 3 night stay. If everything is packed, then check out Kamloops Island (no launch), 
or Snag Cove (with launch, or Marcus Island, just across the lake. 

The rangers at Kettle Falls enjoy having people stop at the visitors center, which is about a block west of 
the one stoplight in Kettle Falls right on Hwy 395/Hwy 20.  They are open 5 days a week 9:00 to 5:00 

Through May 23 and then 7 days a week 9:00 to 5:00 to the end of 
hunting season.  We have a large inventory of US Forest Service 
maps, National Park maps, lake maps, road maps etc.  Some free, 
some for sale. 

As anywhere, be sure that you check the regs, as motorized craft 
are not permitted on the upper Kettle River, and be sure to take 
care when motoring around the log booms if coming into the Kettle 
River from the lake. 

Campground dock and beach in low water 3/12 

Camping is nature's way of promoting the motel industry.  ~Dave Barry  
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  Proposed Menu for Shrimp Boil 2012 
       
                   Imported  Zebra & Quaga Mussel Steamers 

      One full pound fresh from the Idaho State Line 
 
Appetizers  

Carp and Sucker Lips, deep-fried to a crisp, golden perfection 

Perch Belly Strips, marinated in Go Jo Worm juice 

Soups 

Perch Eye and Maggot Soup 

Power Bait Bisque 

Chummer’s Special:   Corn Chowder  

Canal Soup, made from Greg’s  famous Carp soup base and anal fins. 

Salads 

Milfoil and Snakegrass salad with house dressing (a trout-slime vinaigrette)  

Coontail and Capers with otolith croutons 

Main Courses 

Leech Lo Mien  (we use only grade AA leeches) 

Carp Casserole with Red Wiggler Gravy 

Caudal Peduncle Curry  

Linguine and Leech Sauce 

Dessert 

Dough Ball Pudding 

Crawler Castings Cake 

Hey Lyle, this is our biggest walleye yet! 

Trippin’ with the Triploids    

Grab a marshmallow and go win a boat worth $40 large for walleye fishin’ 
Save the Date! Saturday, May 12, 2012  Must register by May 5th. The Army Corp of Engineers, Colville confed-
erated Tribes, Washington State parks Commission, Nell's Cafe and Grizzly Bait and Tackle present the first annual Trippin' 
With The Triploids Fishing Derby. Entry fee will be $50 per person. That includes your entry into the derby, a t-shirt and 
BBQ dinner at the awards presentation. Five special tagged fish will be released in Rufus Woods Lake prior to the derby. Your 
entry gets a chance at winning a $40k boat and four cash prizes. Go to www.bridgeportwa.com to enter and get more informa-
tion. 
Contact bridgeportwa.com at 509-449-3542. For those interested, rules and entry are on website or below. 
http://bridgeportwa.com/files/documents ... ations.pdf 
http://bridgeportwa.com/files/documents ... ration.pdf 

http://www.bridgeportwa.com/�
http://bridgeportwa.com/files/documents/RulesandRegulations.pdf�
http://bridgeportwa.com/files/documents/Registration.pdf�
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Question of the Day:  Does... 

=  + 
First off, with or w/o the bananas, having a babe in your Lund could be a curse for some. Seriously 
though, for some anglers bringing a banana on a boat is strictly taboo. What do you think?   

  A) There is no such thing as the banana curse. 
 B) You would never catch me with a banana on my boat, or even a banana muffin. 
 C) I don’t believe in the curse, but leave the bananas at home………. Just in case. 
 D) I always take a bunch of bananas.. 
As Stevie Wonder pointed out so eloquently: "When you believe in things you can't understand, 
that's superstition". 
Some bold individuals spit in the eye of this superstition such as the Banana Lure Co., which features 
trolling lures that look like half a Chiquita. Attempts to inquire about how business is going have 
gone unanswered….. R U a bananaphobe? 

a curse on the boat 
and poor fishing for 
the day 

This was an exceptional day, but this particular hole 
seems to be very productive at specific times of 
the year, then, it shuts down significantly. Sound 
familiar. I am always amazed at the size of fish it 
produces. We have had days when it was hard to 
catch a keeper! (They were all too big). 5 to 8 pound 
fish are the norm.  It is in the priest rapids section 
of the Columbia River. I do all my fishing on the Co-
lumbia. My fishing partner is from Yakima and we 
meet at the desired location. Priest rapids early in 

the year, McNary damn and below as far as Boardman and 
Irigon during the summer. Night fishing in the late fall be-
low McNary. The biggest drawback is the travel time from 
Spokane. I don’t mind the travel much cuz it’s to fish, but 
there is a huge difference when I’m not pulling a boat for 
three hours, so I’ll take it. The second photo is a picture of 
the second ten pounder on the same day. 
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 3/12-3/13 
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****  The Walleye Ladies' Night Out  ****  
About four years ago a few of the gals in the Spokane Walleye Club realized 
we really didn't get to see one another much during the winter (the non-fishing 

and camping) months.  It made it harder at times for us to communicate at the activities the club has. We really 
didn't know each other very well.  Now, women being as they are, enjoying some good female companionship, we 
decided to form our own group within the club which is now known as The Walleye Ladies, and boy can we have 
some fun.  Since it's inception, we have tried to meet once a month from November to about May.  Somewhere 
within the Spokane area a restaurant is invaded with about a 
dozen happy women.  Sometimes there's only three or four, 
sometimes all of us, which is now up to thirteen.  There have 
been times when we've added a play to the evening, or shop-
ping, even our fellas.  Oh, those guys really love it when we 
encourage them to dress up, at least get out of their fishing 
clothes, for the event.  Secretly they really do enjoy it.  One 
just has to ignore the foot stomping, grumbling, and colorful 
comments getting them there.  No matter what, it's always 
crazy fun. 

The good times have also become something very important, 
as well, when life hands one of us something a bit too hard to 
carry alone.  We've been there as support and a sounding 
board.  It's also been a good time to help us round out future 
camping trips, etc., at club events.  Those "community meals" come together so much better.  Not all of the gals 
can attend the SWC's general meetings so this helps to keep them informed.   

We know there are others within the SWC that might enjoy 
the time out.  Do feel free to join us. We meet at the es-
tablishment between 5 and 6 PM and are usually done by 8 
or 9.  When we are choosing somewhere to go the next 
month it's usually decided by all of us present during 
the current dinner.  Someone makes the reservations and 
everyone is notified via email of all the details.  It's always 
a nice place (never fast food) and we try to keep the cost 
down for the meal and whatever one chooses to 
drink.  Sometimes we've revisited an establishment more 
than once, but that's rare.  So many places to choose from, 
so many new experiences we might not have tried other-
wise.  You can contact Karen at kdk1942@gmail.com for the 
information you'll need.  We welcome and enjoy making new 

friends and getting caught up with our old ones…………...so come join us and give it a try 

WHEN YOU GO FISHING,  
SHARE YOUR FUN BY SENDING IN PICTURES OR STORIES 

FILE A FISHING REPORT RIGHT AWAY BY EMAILING  

REPORTS@SPOKANEWALLEYECLUB.COM SO OTHERS IN THE CLUB CAN GET TIMELY INFORMATION 

mailto:kdk1942@gmail.com�
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Hey, if you didn’t catch the news, and you 
didn’t buy two Discover Passes to cover two 
vehicles already (like I did) read on. 

Discover Pass trans-
ferability signed into 

law 

OLYMPIA – March 30, 2012 – A sin-
gle, state recreation land pass now 
can be used on either of two motor 
vehicles, thanks to new legislation 
signed today by Gov. Chris Gregoire. 

The change takes effect immediately. 
Holders of previously issued annual 
passes may enter a second vehicle 
license number on their existing pass. 

Pass transfer between two vehicles 
also applies to vehicle access passes 
(VAPs) issued free with purchases of 
annual fishing and hunting licenses 
for access to Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) recrea-
tion lands and water- access sites. 

"The Discover Pass is a great way to 
experience some of Washington’s 
most extraordinary places and this 
legislation makes it even easier to 
visit our state parks and recreation 
lands," said Gov. Chris Gregoire. 
"Our parks, some of the best in the 
world, rely on user support and this 
small investment to enjoy our public 
lands is well worth it." 

The Discover Pass was created by 
the 2011 Legislature and took effect 
last July. The pass - required to park 
motor vehicles in state parks and 
other state recreation lands - was 
created to make up for reductions in 

state general fund support for state recreation 
lands. The new modifications were adopted in 
Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill 2373, 
originally sponsored by Rep. Kevin Van De 
Wege and Rep. Steve Tharinger. 

The annual Discover Pass is sold for $30 and 
provides vehicle access to millions of acres of 
state recreation lands managed by the Wash-
ington State Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion, WDFW and the Washington Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR). One-day passes 
are available for $10 but are not transferable. 

The Discover Pass is sold through state vehi-
cle-licensing outlets, at state parks, at some 
retail businesses and through WDFW’s recrea-
tional licensing system, known as the Wash-
ington Interactive Licensing System (WILD). 
Transaction and dealer fees may apply. 

Eighty-four percent of Discover Pass revenues 
go to State Parks, while WDFW and DNR each 
receive 8 percent. 

So far, revenue from Discover Pass sales has 
come in at less than half of original projections. 
Projected sales through the end of 2011 were 
$19.38 million, while actual revenue for the 
period was $8.2 million. 

"Customers have asked for transferable 
passes, the agencies sought this change and 
the Legislature has responded," said Don 
Hoch, State Parks director. "Customer survey 
results indicated that pass transferability be-
tween two vehicles could boost support for the 
Discover Pass. We are optimistic that the 
change will lead to greater public support and 
participation. We now depend on the Discover 
Pass to keep state parks and other state rec-
reation lands open for public use and enjoy-
ment." 

The new legislation also allows for future de-
velopment of new types of Discover Pass 
products and provides flexibility in how they 
are implemented. 

For more information, visit the Discover Pass 
website at www.discoverpass.wa.gov .  

This should have been part of the original Dis-
cover Pass criteria, so they definitely screwed 
up, but with the public outcry, at least they got 
it fixed this year. 

Cultures of Waste 
We all know that the Indians put every-
thing they harvest to full use, right? 
Well, that’s what they taught us in 
school anyways.  

Current gill netting plans for the Colville 
Indian tribe to reduce numbers of wall-
eye feeding on young of the year sal-
monids hatched above the Sanpoil 
Campground call for the walleye to be 
killed and thrown back into the lake, not 
to be used by anyone including tribal 
members. 

The reason stated for this wanton waste 
is that no one will want the walleye col-
lected this way as they won’t know ex-
actly how long the fish has been dead, 
although the netting criteria call for the 
nets to be in the water no longer than 
about 6 hours.   

I know that years ago as a youngster 
my family ate fish that had been on my 
stringer all day, dead or alive and they 
always tasted great.  Perhaps the tribes 
know best, and It’s only a couple of 
thousand walleye anyway, so why ques-
tion. Of course, it’s not only an Indian 
thing , as our state fish and game stud-
ies and nettings can be just as wasteful. 

http://www.discoverpass.wa.gov/�
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is a method of fishing where the weight is below the bait.  This 
allows the angler to feel the strike even with a softer bite.  Here, I’ll give you an economical, 
versatile way to tie up a drop shot using hollow pencil lead allowing you to add or subtract weight easily and 
inexpensively, only about $4 to $6 per coiled pound as opposed to dollars per purchased drop shot weight.  

1)  Tie a #4‐#2 drop shot or octopus hook (can also use circle hook for catfish or sturgeon). From the hook to the 
pencil lead, leave 24‐28” of line off the palomar knot. Make sure the hook point is up. 

2)  Using hollow pencil lead, score it with a knife or needle nose pliers and bend it to break off a piece, approximately ½ ounce to 1 ounce 
(which is about 1‐2” of the larger size). Slide the line though the hollow lead and leave 3‐6” at the end so you can make adjustments 
later as needed.  Crimp the top end, but not too tight because you want the line to pull though giving slack to the line to help prevent 
snagging. If you do get hung up, instead of snapping your line it will pull through the lead and you can just add another.  Since it is lead, 
try not to lose it. 

3)  Add or subtract lead to adjust your weight, move the lead up or down to reposition depth.  Move it closer to the hook for a lower posi‐
tion, away from the hook for more space from the bottom.  

4)  Tip it either with plastics (gulp minnows or leaches work well).  If you are keeping fish, ½ a night crawler will limit you out sooner.  

Method of fishing: 

When you cast to shore, let your weight sink to the 
bottom. Bring your rod tip up 6” to 2 feet, reel up 
your slack but let yourself to feel bottom; if you 
don’t feel it, it’s falling so give it more line (bait-
casters are easier). With a little practice you’ll learn 
to feel the difference between the bottom and when 
you’re giving it slack. Fish will typically hit on the 
down stroke as you’re lowering your rod tip and giv-
ing it slack. Remember, your weight is at the bottom 
but your hook is not so you’ll feel the hit more than 
the bottom –the tension without the weight.  

When casting out into deeper water the action is 
similar with more reeling – twitch your rod tip as you 
bring it up letting the weight “walk” on the bottom.   

A third option is dragging the weight along the bot-
tom like you would a jig, but real slow.  This pencil-
lead approach is my favorite because I can quickly 
and easily adjust the weight without wasting store-
bought drop shots and once you find the right depth, 
you’ll have fish in no time.  

With drop shotting, you feel the fish not the weight, letting you set the hook cleaner. If you’re not getting bites, adjust the 
weight.  If you keep hanging up, bend the pencil weight slightly adding a curve and “slide” along bottom and/or take off more 
weight. 

Note: when fishing the Spokane arm, I precut several 1” pieces for shallow fishing and 2” for deeper water.  

Bompa’s Drop Shot Variation 

Tie a loop on the line about 24” up instead of tying on the hook. Take a hook with a 6-10” leader, form a loop on the 
end of that leader so you have two loops. Perform a loop knot on the existing loop on the line. This gives distance between your 
hook and line and works very well with a double hook or stinger hook setup. Bompa’s variation is good when targeting bigger fish 
as you can adjust the leader size to accommodate. Heavier line is stiffer allowing more separation from the main line. 

           By Tim Bohr 



 Spokane Walleye Club  -  Membership Application 
             New membership ____  Renewal____  Member since ________ 

                   Yearly Membership fee is $25.00 per family (includes children under 18 living at home)  
                  

Membership Type: 1 Year ($25)_____ 2 Year ($45)_____ 3 Year ($65)_______             
              Payment Type:   Cash_____ Check #________      Amount $__________ 
 

Last Name________________________________________ First __________________________________your DOB___/___/___   

Spouse’s Name_____________________________________________________________spouses DOB___/___/___   

Address_____________________________________________________________City___________________________ ZIP______________ 

Phone #______________________________________________E-mail__________________________________________________________ 

Do you wish to receive the club newsletter by mail _____, or to view it on the internet_____? 

Names, (children under 18)     

1)_________________________________________________________2)________________________________________________________ 

3)_________________________________________________________4)________________________________________________________ 
 

Date__________________________ Signature______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to: Spokane Walleye Club (For: Membership) 

Mail to: Spokane Walleye Club 

PO Box 9395 

Spokane, WA 99209 

 

 Spokane Walleye Club 
 P.O. Box 9395 
 Spokane, WA 99209 


	 SWC Times
	     spokanewalleyeclub.com
	GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS HELD AT:
	  	INLAND NORTHWEST WILDLIFE COUNCIL                          
	  	6116 NORTH MARKET STREET, 
	  	SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 99008
	        Last Wednesday of every month* at 7pm 
	               Snacks and Coffee available
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